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GAMES
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In the summer, Shine Swdios
premiered the adventure computer
game Saints of Viriue, which was
availuble only in the Christian
market, said Bud Gillan.a compa-
ny founder.

“They want stuff for their Kids,
and the kids want something that
the parcnts will allow them 0
play,” Swan said. ow the
need is there. The first real one
ock did not blow

Some, however, said they are
concerned that the violence in The
Wi in Heaven may be unappeal
ing to many Christian cons

Family Christian Stores” Mark
Beyer, who oversees software
purchases for the Grand Rapids,
Mich.-based chain of about 340
stores, describes the game as
fe said it spawned con
plaints. from customers who were
concerned about the combat por-
tion

Beyer declined to say how
many copies of The War in Heav
en his stores have sold, Bui the
game was one of the more popu
lar products in a small line of
Christian computer games, he
said

Game develupers Andrew Lun
st and Westmoreland said they
m.nh: no apologies about the
violence. It was designe
Gateh hy
while in

ting eternal lessons,
Lunstad said

o kid who plays these
games .. this was a way of
reminding them of what is true,”
e said,

Part of the sales problem for
The War in Heaven was that the
game appearcd to fall between
secular and Cheistian markets. For
the secular market, the Bible vers-
es ihat appear throughoui the
adventure may be & wrnoff, And
in the Christian market, computer
EAmes are 4 new genre.

The War in Heaven, which
costs ahout $24 in stores, hit the
market in October. OF the approx-
imately 20,000 copies that were
shipped to Christian and main-
stream retail stores, about 4,000
have been sold, Westmoreland
sai

In comparison, Final Fantasy
VI, u secular adventure game
similar 10 The War in Heaven, has
sold more than 14,000 copies
since it nI« buted in December,

t figures from PC
4 ston, Va. Overall,
uction-adventure compuier games
ed about $1.4 billion in
sales in 1999, acconding to the
market research fin

Westmorelund said he is disap-
pmmn] that The War in Heaven
thrive in the secular mar-

et
“We are still trying 10 evaluate
what we did right and what we

did wrong,” he said. “We figured
it would do much better.”

But the game had takers in the
Christian market, Swan said
Family Christian Stores sell about
600 copies of it each week, he said.

In some ways, brandishing
swords and spears 1o slay demons
was simply new for he Christian
market, Swan said. But computer
games in general are not an easy
sell in 4 market dominated by
Bibles, books and gifts.

1t is starting 10 expand a litle
bi* Beyer said of the market for

| Christian computer games, “At

ihis time, there is 4 lot more
there than we i |
LifeWay Christian Store in

N

North Richland Hills does not sell
video games — combat o other-
wise, manager Matt Jaggers said.

“Just from my standpoint, in
this location alone, I've mot had
any calls for a Christian video
game,"” he said.

Christian products have diffi-
culty competi
and technology
Beyer said. Development costs
make producing games for the
Christian market prohibitive, he

As a result, some Christian
products have not measured up,
Beyer said.

Even for Top Meadow, a Chris-
fian computer game company
with software experts from the
sccular market, (he key has been
10 educate the market about what
is possible, said Brian Supple,
chief operations officer of the

“When you say ‘game,’ even
the Christian community, people
don't embrace the idea,” Supple
said, “... You can't put the Bible
and game together. That is one of
the roadblocks a s into
when you design products like
this."

Supple’s company produces
Heaven Quest, a 3-D board game
in which computer players pro-
ceed through the game answering
biblical questions, The gamc was
released in November 1998 and
has sold about 3,000 copies, the
company said.

Next month, the company
plans to release Gil's Bible
Jumble, a game that tests the bib-
lical knowledge of children older
than 3,

Top Meadow also plans to
develop a game for the teen-age
market. But it probably won't be a

combat game, Supple said.

“There is enough violence in
the world,” he said. “We don't see

any for shadowing that in
wm.“

Tara Dooley, (517) 645-3014
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Fratermty house fire kills 3 in Pennsylvania

The At Pres

BLOOMSBURG, Pa. — A fire in

Jumped 10 salety from a second-sio-
Ty window.

Five male fratemity members
and an alumnus who was visiting
were sleeping in the Tau Kappa

d house when the ﬁtebmh
out about 6 am. Three got cut safe-

ter said.

Hollister said it was (0o soon 1o
tell whether the bodies were those of
the missing students, He said the
victims will be identified through
dental records

k.
The cause of the fire was not
immediately clear. The 2-siory
wooden house is in a hilly neighbor-
‘hood about two blocks from cam-
pus. A neighboring white 3-story
and police said

Iy, university Jim Hollis-

Boeing engineers,

The Avised P

SEATTLE — Striking Boeing
engincers and technical workers
approved a new contract yester-
day, ending one of the biggest
white-collar walkouts in the coun-
try's history,

Mernbers of the Socicty of Pro-
fessional Engineering Employees
in Aerospace plan o return to

it uage i

technical workers vote to end strike

work at 9 a.m. today,

Some 9,660 of 13,440 eligible,
ducs-paying union members cast
ballots, spokesman Bill Dugovich
said.

Both the technical and engi-
neering sides approved ihe con-
tract by more than 70 percent,
said union Executive Director
Charles Bofferding.

college

Bloomsburg University President
Jessica Kozloff said uu building

miss
ing from a smoke detector, rn:kc
rical heaters being run on an inade-
quate electrical system, a missing
doorknob and an empty fire extin-
guisher, code enforcement officer
Dean Van Blohn said.

The latest offer included guar-
anteed wage increases of at least 9
percent over three years and
bonuses of up to $2,500,

Bocing deliveries have slipped
by more than 15 airplanes, and
work on some government con-
wracts has also suffered during the
walkout of about 15,000 10
17,000 workers that began Feb, 9

Our exclusive label packs lots of

Catch the tropical
wave in this collection
from our exclusive
Roundtree & Yorke:
label. Vibrant colors
and bold patterns are
the key elements of
style this spring!
Shown are just a few
from our collection!

Dilard's charge, Ves,

, Durable relaxedfit allcotion cargo
short with 7* inseam and side
elastic in light olive or string

Men's sizes 3342
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utton-front shirt in
sailbesat motif with 27 side vents and
extra buttons. Men's sizes MLXLXXL.
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