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Satan meets his match in faith-based video games -

By KHANH T.L. TRAN could reach $200 million this do GameCube or Microsoft ly say whether the company beatoughcrowd toplease.  io-style game.
THE WALL STREET JOURNAL year. The small, private compa- - Xbox. They also say they have would approve a religious  Camel spit was Brends  Onescene shows camels spit

gl tocing 715 0 the business say they ahard time
Cool was feeling write software mainly for per- al ret
guilty about all the time he e ths i

spent dodging terrorists and
blowing his enemies to bits in

g into nation-  game for the GameCube sys-  Huffs problem. ting to eliminate scorpions and
lers, so they sell on the tem. While Nintendo's policy nurr owner of a soft other enemies.
sonal computers because they Web or in specialty book- is not to censor, “we wouldn't She prides herself on the real
can't zf(n;d the d:vel;vpmml stores. approve anything that might ism of her game, but some c
i and licensing fees to  Peter MacDougall,an execu-  be just extreme when it comes tomers complained that the
ﬂl'l'fd"ff‘r.,mf&‘;'fﬂ,ﬁ.‘u?'.“ﬁ make  games for the tivevice presidentat Nintendo _t0any kind ofeligious content camels aght Kids to pit.
o 410 TV-hook-up consoles such as  Co.’s US. unit in Redmond, or rhetoric,” s Her response: “God made
the Sony PlayStation2, Ninten- Wash, says he can't definitive:  Religious game players can Wise Men a5 a Super-Mar. _camels,and they do spit”

Lu'll;l this year, Cool, an

18-year-old college freshman at

:;helumwrmy of Missouri in
t. Louis, took up a new game

e e ALL STORES OPEN WEDNESDAY 9AM-11PM*
Tt features the agnostic son “All Home & Furniture Galleries 10am-9pm

of a Roman centurion and Jew-

ish mother who is told by his ‘
dying father to go out and dis- B THE FLORIDA STORE
cover Jesus, As he explores cit-
ies from Antioch to Nazareth,
the character asks questions
about Christianity.
Cool and other refugees
from violent and seamy elec-
tronic games are helping boost
asmallbut growing industry in
Christian-themed alternatives.
There are games such as -

Charlie Church Mouse! (act
out 3-D Bible stories with a
mouse wearing a cross-cmbla-
zoned T-shirt and red sneak-
ers), Saints of Virtue (don the
full armor of God to overcome
vanity and other enemies hid-
m uulp in your heart) and
adows of Light
n«m demons lurking in the
mind of a suicidal teen).

Jim Boyle, who began play-
ing videogames when he was 5,
bought games such as Saints of
Virtue and one called Spiritual
Warfare.

Two years ago, he hnughl
Catechumen, an actio
where a youny
es from eight spiritual weap-
ons, including a drill sword, to
fight through the Roman cata-
combs and free his mentor and
fellow Christians during the
Roman persecution.

The freshman at Cape Cod
Community College in West
Barnstable, Mass, says he “was
getting tired of the market be-
ing filled with blood and gore
games.”

His mother, Cathy Bayle, of
East Dennis, Mass., says she
wishes Jim played even more
games with Christian themes. | All clearance dresses

They are a lot better than the
motorcycling game called 40" off
Road Rash that her husband
brought home a few years ago Orig 49.99-$188, dearance 2099-11280,
for her kids. 28 hours 17.99-67.68. n
e L. Feg. $14-$46, sae 9.80-32.20,
‘Seector vanes by 28 hours 8.33-27.37.

“A few minutes in, they v
running over nuns,” she T S Ty v e e

It was the sorcery in fantasy
games that bothered Ca
Becker, amother of five in Hud-
son, Wis.

“Jesus and magic, they don't
o together,” says Becker, who
bought Catechumen and Omi
nous Horizons: A Paladin's
Calling for her kids.

Before she handed the
games over, she tested them
herself. She got hooked, play-
ing as many as four hours ev-
ery night, she says.

“1 thought it would be cool
stuff for the kids,” she says. “Tt
turned out to be cool stuff for
Mom, too.”

Christian-themed  games.
hayebeen around since the ear-
Iy 19805, but earlier games tend-
ed to be too bland or too
preachy for many players.

Th; newer offerings are

uilding an audience by
sn[l pedaling the proselytiz-

e

ing. |

“Man, this is going to be a 5 Bl Aoy $30-540 sale $20-52 Outerwear acivewear and jackets.
lame game,” Arron Daniels re- and more. Reg. 49.95-§159, sale 297-96.40. 7-1 Reg. §12:5450, sale 8.99-5225,
calls thinking when a company 28 hours 25.47-$81. 28 hours 8.49-191.25.

called N'Lightning Software
Development Inc. asked him to
giw.- away its Christian adven-
ture games on KBN], the Cor-
pus Christi, Texas, radio sta-
tion where Daniels is promo-
tions director.
But D.’lllmlb found one of the
wous Horizons, to

10 retrieve torn pa
Gutenberg Bible, shoots spiritu-
al energy from a sword at evil
forces and renews his life by

at Christ Fellowship by the Bay
Church, began _pitching the
game on the station’s Christian
programming as a contest
prize.

The game is “really, really

neat,” Daniels says. “You fight o oo
demons without any blood or 4 PPkt oty S L "
gore or anythin 350, sak! Choose from wine glasszs, hibals Teaters. Made in USA of imparted maenls g g st

Torn, ull, Qe and mnu

The game was so peaceful ke Y 28 baurs 16.15-31.45.

that deleated forces of e
stead of dying, fell to their
knees and prayed. Finishing
the game, he says, “you walked
away not wanting to kick your
cat”
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Industry executives esti-
mate sales of Christian games
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